THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

LUKE

~

?—\\'f 5

Luke 21

THE WIbDow’s MITES (vv. 1-4)

e What was Jesus doing when He observed the widow making
her contribution?

e What was Jesus seeing over and over again?

o

¢ Do you suppose the apostles were surprised at Jesus’ remarks, “Truly | say to you, this poor
widow put in more than all of them”?

e How did Jesus come to this conclusion?
e Did this please the Lord?
e What is the principle here?

e Must we give all to be acceptable? (Think of the story of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts
5:1-11)

e How much pleases the Lord?

¢ Do you suppose that we give more like the widow or like the rich men in this story?

NOT ONE STONE LEFT ON ANOTHER (VV.
5,6)

e What were people talking about that caused Jesus to begin talking about the destruction of the
Temple?
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e Looking to verse 7, what does it appear that Jesus’” disciples thought He was talking about?

PART 1 OF THINGS ToO COME (vv. 7-38)

Double Prophecy

One of the more misunderstood portions of the Gospels is this prophecy from Jesus found here
in Luke and also in Matthew 24 and Mark 13. The confusion is centered around whether it is referring
to the destruction of Jerusalem (which occurred in 70 AD, approximately 40 years later) or about the
end of time. Clearly, Jesus is talking about them both, but how can you discern whether He is talking
about one or the other? The threads of the destruction of Jerusalem (and the Temple) seem to be
intertwined with the threads of prophecy about the end of time in a way that makes it difficult to
know what prediction applies to which event. While there are clearly some mysteries (prophecies that
are given only in vague, veiled forms) in this prophecy, the secret to untangling things here is a
prophetic style or device called “double prophecy”, which can be found in many of Old Testament
prophets. Essentially, it is one prophecy with two or more fulfillments. Some of the elements of the
prophecy are true of both, but some of the elements apply to only one.

The following are a few examples...

e 2 Sam.7:11-17 — The prophet, Nathan, gives David the promise of a son (referring to Solomon) who
would continue David’s kingdom and build a house for the Lord (the Jerusalem Temple), instead of
David. In another sense, the prophecy also referred to the Messiah, Jesus, who would both sit on
David’s throne and build God'’s house (the church). One prophecy, two fulfillments.

e Isaiah is full of such prophecies; for example, Isa. 25, Isa. 33:17-24, Isa. 35, Isa. 40:1-8, and Isa.
52:1-12. The Remnant prophecies are often double prophecies in Isaiah, speaking of the return of
the nation of Israel from captivity, but also referring to the church as the Gentiles stream from the
nations to Zion.

e Jeremiah has double prophecies, too; for example, Jer. 23:5-8 and Jer. 31.

e Daniel’s prophecy in Dan. 12, especially as it refers to the “abomination of desolation” (in reference
to the destruction of the Temple in AD 70 and the evil times at the end of time), is another double
prophecy.

There are others that could be cited, but hopefully these above examples will suffice to
illustrate 1) how double prophecy works and 2) that it is a relatively common means of revealing
God’s plans for the future while also concealing some things that God wants to keep as mysteries. In
many ways it is similar to “type and antitype” also seen in Scripture: Melchizedek / Jesus, Israel / the
church, Babylon / Rome / the wicked capital of worldliness.

Looking at Parallel Passages

One way of studying this passage is to look also at the other Gospel passages that tell of this
prophecy from Jesus. So, we’ll be providing both Matthew 24 and Mark 13 in addition to a column of
Luke 21 in this study. Our focus will be on Luke 21, but comparison with the other Gospels will give
us more information than any one of them by itself.
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JESUS OVERNIGHTS ON THE MOUNT OF
OLIVES (vv. 37, 38)

e Why do you think Jesus chose to overnight on the hillside of Olivet rather than staying with, for
instance, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus?

e How early did Jesus get up to begin teaching in the Temple?

e Why do you think He did this?

e How does this choice play out in the story of Judas’ betrayal and Jesus” arrest?
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